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Meet the Speakers

DAVID JACKSON

Head of UK Planning and Savills
Earth, with over 25 years
experience as a professional
town planner.

savills

JOE DANCE

Strategic Ecology Director at
Savills, specialising in
Biodiversity Net Gain, Local
Nature Recovery Strategies and
wider biodiversity matters.

CHLOE EDWARDS

LNRS Project Manager at
Oxfordshire County Council.
Co-ordinating a partnership
approach to produce an LNRS
for Oxfordshire.

ANDREW WATSON

Planning Director at Savills with
a specific focus on natural
capital aspects of planning.
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LNRS: What,
Who, Why, How?




LNRS: What and Why?

* First introduced through The Environment

Act 2021 - puts an obligation on ‘Responsible
Authorities’ to publish LNRS (due March
2025).

Part of the government's efforts to address
biodiversity loss and promote
environmental recovery. These strategies are
designed to spatially identify and prioritise
actions for nature recovery at a local level,
involving collaboration between various
stakeholders, including landowners, NGOs
and local authorities.

Must include a habitat map and written
statement of biodiversity priorities which
are locally specific.
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Map of local nature recovery strategy (LNRS) areas and responsible authorities

LNRS name

Merth of Tyre

Currbiria

Ceunty Durkam

Seuth of Tyne and Wesar

Tees Valley

Lancashine

Morth Y orkshire and Y ork

‘We=l Yarkshire

Hull and Easi Yorkshine
Liverpoal City Region

Greater Manchesler

South Yorkshire

Chashire

Derbiyshire

Hictingharms hire ard MNottingharm
Grealer Lincolnshine
Shropshire and Tellord & Wirekin
Slaffordshire and Shoke -on-Trenl
Leicesiershire, Leicester and Rutand
Herelordshire

Worcesiershine

Wiest Mdlands

Wiarw ickshire

W=l Northamplans hire

Merth Narthamplonshine
Carbridgeshire and Peterbaraugh
Herfok

Suffak

Goucestershire

Olordshine

Buckingharmshire and Milon Keynes
Bedlordshire

Hertfordshire

Grealer Essex

Wl of England
Willshire and Sw indan

Berks hire

Surrey

Greater Londan

Heril and Medway

Corrmw al and the Eles of Scilly
Desior

Sormarsel

Dorset

Harrpshire

Bk of Wight

W=l Sussax

Easl Sussex and Brighton & Hove

Responsible authority
Merth of Tyne Combined ALtharky
Westmoriand and Furness Coundl
Dusrhasm County Counc

Gabeshead Counci

Tees Valley Mayoral Corbined Autharity
Lancashire County Councl

Morth Yorkshire Council

Wesl Yorks hire Cormbined Autharily
Easi Riding of Yorkshire Council

Liverpael City Region Combined Autharity

Greales Manchestes Combined Allharity

Seuth Yerkshire Mayoral Combined Authorly

Cheshire Wes1 and Chesler Council
Destiyshire County Councl
Motiinghamshire Courty Counci
Lincelrshire County Councl
Steapshire County Counci
Slalferdshire County Council
Leicesiershire Courty Counci
Herelords hire Council

Worcesters hire County Council
West Mdiands Combined Authority
‘Warwicks hire County Council
Wesl Nerthamplanshire Counci
Kerth Nertharmplons hire Counci

Casmbridges hire and Petarboreugh Cambined Authorily

MNorfolk County Council
Sulfol County Cauncl
Glouceslershive Courlty Councl
Oxlardshire County Council
Buckingharme hire Counci

Ceniral Bedlordshire Council
Hestffordshire County Council

Essex County Counc

‘Wesl of England Carmbined Authority
Wikshire Counci

Foyal Borough of Windsor and Maiderhead Council

Susrey County Counci
Greales London Autharity
Kenl County Councl
Corfrw all Counci

Hasrpshire Cownly Council
ke of Wight Couwncil

Wesl Sussex County Counci
Esst Sussex County Counci

>

Legend
|:| LNRS Areas

savills
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LNRS: The Process

savills
Map Describe Map
:_/> N=F
Map known ‘Areas of Particular Describe the strategy areas in Map areas that ‘Could become of
Importance for Biodiversity’ terms of biodiversity and Particular Importance for
(SSSls, LWS). opportunities for recovery Biodiversity’

T T
p o P 02 P 03 P 04 P 05 P 06 g

Engage l Agree Priorities l Consult and Finalise l
Early consultation with % Agree priorities and identify . Consult on draft strategy, review
stakeholders and landowners to o e potential measures y= feedback and publish final @
understand work already  arawm = strategy

completed through workshops.
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L NRS: Identifying Priorities

savills

Ecological Prioritisation Criteria

Does the opportunity offer a significant contribution to the recovery of NY&Y LNRS Priority Habitats?

Does the opportunity offer a significant contribution to the recovery of one or more threatened species,
species for which East Yorkshire is a particular stronghold or iconic/keystone species?

Does the opportunity support positive outcomes for species in categories A-E of the species
prioritisation process?

Does the opportunity promote aspects of local distinctiveness as outlined in the LNRS Strategy
Area Description?

Are their reasons why the opportunity should be progressed within the current iteration of the LNRS?

Is this opportunity based on well-established evidence and is it likely to have a sustainable legacy after the
intervention period?

Is this opportunity within the experience and resources of existing LNRS partners if suitable funding can
be accessed?

EMOH ‘AHM ‘OHM ‘LYHM SUNT



L NRS: Identifying Priorities

savills

Priorities Measures

Priority
Code

WOOD_
POl

Priority Descriptor

Create species-rich
woodmeadows, wood
pastures, and scrub as
under-represented habitats
which offers an ease of
transition from existing
land-use such as pasture.

Measure c Supporting Activit
Code Measure Descriptor P pD escrigptor ¥
WOOD_ Create and expand Promote the benefits of
MEAOLL  existing areas of wood trees in landscapes to
pasture through natural land managers (including
colonisation and tree habitats such as wood
planting if required. pasture and scrub),
and encourage these
habitats where close
canopy woodland is
not viable. Use agri
-environment options for
funding (e.g. agroforestry),
and encourage species-
rich swards as part of the
management requirements
(e.g. WD6).
WOO0D_ Create wood pasture Identify existing
MEA01.2 (a mosaic of woodland, poor quality calcareous
grassland and scrub) grassland where transition
at unrecoverable or lost’ to wood pasture or scrub
poor-quality calcareous is desirable (e.g. valley
grassland sites to increase | bottoms of poor
habitat diversity for birds quality, tor-grass
and invertebrates. dominated grasslands).
WOO0D_ Enhance and maintain Provide advice to land
MEA01.3 species diversity by managers on the amount
appropriate grazing and type of stock, and

or mowing regimes,
retention of deadwood,
and introduction

of wildflower species
into the sward

where required.

any associated land
management options to
maintain species-rich
wood pasture.

WOOD MEA01.1
00
00

Mea_Code

Measure

Pri_Code

Priority

Shape__Area

Shape__Length

WOOD_MEAQ1.1

Create and expand
existing areas of
woodpasture through
natural colonisation and
tree planting if
required.

WOOD_P01

Create species-rich
woodmeadows, wood
pastures, and scrub as
under-represented
habitats which offers an
ease of transition from
existing land-use such
as pasture.

573,371.88

2,818.67

EMOH ‘AHM ‘OHM ‘LYHM SUNT



L NRS: Interaction with BNG

 Does not ‘replace’ BNG, but intended to complement roll out of
it under Environment Act

« LNRS designation does not implicate baseline habitats (i.e.
strategic weighting does not apply) for adopted LNRS...

* Achieving goals of LNRS = 15% higher weighting for habitat
creation

Examples:

* Arable 2 Woodland in an LNRS strategy area which seeks
more woodland planting. Existing habitat does not score 15%
higher, but any woodland planting delivered through
development would score 15% higher;

* Delivering habitat not in line with LNRS still acceptable, but
does not get 15% extra weighting

savills

EMOH ‘AHM ‘OHM ‘LYHM SUNT
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| NRS: Carrot or Stick?

Table 7 Biodiversity mefric strategic significance categories and score applied in the
metric where an LNRS has been published

Category Score Description

High

(Formally identified
in local strategy)

1.15

This category can be applied when:

+ the location of the habitat parcel has been
mapped in the Local Habitat Map as an area
where a potential measure has been proposed
to help deliver the prionties of that LNRS; and

» the intervention is consistent with the potential
measure proposed for that location

If your project delivers the mapped potential measure

set out in the LNRS you should:

» record strategic significance as low in the
baseline

» record sfrategic significance as high in post-
intervention sheets

+ record that you have applied the published LNRS
In your gain plan

Medium

This category cannot be applied.

Low

(Area /
compensation not
in local strategy)

Where the definitions for high strategic significance
are not met.

Even if your project is an area mapped with a
potential measure, if it does not deliver the specific
actions outlined for your location you should record
strategic significance as low.

Table 8 Biodiversity metric strategic significance categories and score applied in the
metric where an LNRS has not yet been publ|5hed

savil

High

(Formally
identified in local

strategy)

The habitat type is mapped and described as locally
ecologically important within a specific location, within
documents specified by the relevant planning
authonty.

If your project delivers the mapped habitat creation,
enhancement or actions set out within specified
alternative documents, or enhances an existing habitat
identified within specified altemative documents as
locally ecologically important, strategic significance can
be recorded as high in the post-intervention sheets.

If the specified altemative documents identify existing
habitat as locally ecologically important within a
specified location, strategic significance may be
recorded as high in the baseline.

You should record the name of the plan the relevant
planning authority has specified in the user comments
and record that you have used the specified document

in your gain plan.

Medium
(Location
ecologically
desirable but not
in local strategy)

This category can be applied when the LPA has not
identified a suitable document for assessing strategic
significance. Users should:

+ explain how the habitat type 1s ecologically
important within a specific location

+ demonstrate the importance of that habitat in
providing ecclogical linkage to other strategically
significant locations

« use professional judgement

When the above criteria are met, strategic significance

may be recorded as medium in the baseline and post-
intervention sheets.

Low

(Area f
compensation not
in local strategy)

Where the definitions for high or medium strategic
significance are not met.

EMOH ‘AHM ‘OHM ‘LYHM SUNT
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L NRS: Examples

Kent and Medway

Priority: “The county’s key wildlife sites better
connected by addressing the fragmentation and
barriers preventing movement of species”

CON1.2: Identify and safeguard areas that are
strategically important in reducing
fragmentation and addressing bottlenecks for
species movement

“The potential measures that fall within the Local
Habitat Map - indicate the areas of strategic
significance in the county. If land falls within this
area, and the action aligns with the potential
measure(s) identified, this may be classed as
strategically significant”

savills

=
e

SATdWV X - SINI
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LNRS: Examples savills

mplonsn

North Northamptonshire

009B: Within those already identified and mapped areas of suitable
habitat for Lapwing and Golden Plover, the land will be principally
managed to support these qualifying species for the Upper Nene
Valley Gravel Pits

Upper Nene Gravel Pits is a Special Protection Area (SPA) and is
internationally important for its over-wintering population of golden
plover and lapwing.

Sta ughtd
Highway

dorthao‘,ton el ¥ : '

SATdWV X - SINI



L NRS: Examples

Wiltshire
‘Create More Open Mixed Habitat’:

- Consider habitat creation in context
with any identified species and habitat
measures

- Establish open mixed habitats

- Subseqguently manage as per “Maintain
and enhance areas of open mixed
habitats”

- Undertake hydrological restoration
measures

- Create topographical diversity to
increase species diversity

- Create and improve ponds

- Manage, enhance and create hedgerows

savills

Hindon

L\/West'Wiltshire and Cranborn

SATdWVY XTI - SUNI
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LNRS: Numbers savils

Example per Tha residential site targeted for other neutral grassland creation within LNRS:

- Baseline Strategic Significance is ‘Low’

- Assumes 70% built form : 30% green infrastructure (10% of which = grassland, 20% vegetated garden)
- In left hand scenario, grassland = amenity grade grassland (non-LNRS)

- In right hand scenario, grassland = other neutral grassland (identified as priority in LNRS)

- 0.23 ‘extra’ units per ha

- Weighed against other planning ‘benefits’ + mitigation hierarchy

FINAL RESULTS FINAL RESULTS

. Habitat units -1.42 ) Habitat units -1.19

Total net unit change Hedgerow mis 0.00 Total net unit change e — .00

{Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) T — 0.00 (Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) TWatercourss unirs 0.00

0 0
TOtal Ilet / 0 Challge Hedgrerow units 0.00% TOtal I].et / 0 Cha—n-ge Hedgerow units 0.00%
(Including all cn-site & off-site habitat retenticn, creation & enhancement) (Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Watercourse umits 0.00% Watercourse umts 0.00%

SATdWV X - SINI
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Oxfordshire’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy
. The making of a Local Habitat Map

Oxfords County Council
Chloe Edwards




Government asked authorities across England to create
Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs)

ﬁmain purpose is to prioritise and idem
where to create or improve habitat to benefit

nature and the wider environment. The
strategies don’t force landowners or mangers
to make any of the changes identified on the
map. Instead, the government is encouraging
action through, for example, opportunities for
funding and investment.

Local habitat map

Local nature

recovery strategy

ﬁlist of outcomes ‘priorities’ to achie\h

in the area. Each priority should have a
set of actionable ‘potential measures’
that could be taken to deliver the
priority. The potential measures should
include actions to taken for relevant
habitats and species.

Statement of

=S

E
+So

biodiversity
/priorities : é 000
— v )
\_ B4




48 Local Nature Recovery Strategies, expected
to publish by mid-late 2025

LNRS 1D
o

02
03

04

Map of local nature recovery strategy (LNRS) areas and responsible authorities

LNRS name
North of Tyme

Curbria

County Durham

South of Tyne and Wear
Tees Valey

Lancashre

North Yorkshire and York
Wiest Y orkstre

Hul and East Y orkshwe

y Region

Liverpoct C
Groater Manchester

South Yorkshre

Cheshire

Desbyshire

Nottinghamshire and Nottingham
Groater Linconshire

Stropshire and Teford & Wrekn
Staffordstire and Stoke-on-Trent
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutiand
Herefordshire

swrshre

Midlands

Warw ickshire

Wost Northamptonshire
North Normanpionshire
Carrtricgeshire and Peterborough
Nocfolk

Gloucestershie
Oxfordshire
Buckingharrshire and Mit

Keynes
Bedfordahire
Hertfordshre
Groater Ess

West of

gand
Witshire and Swindon
Berkshirs

Surey

Greater London

Kent and Medw ay
Corrw 2l and the Bies
Devon

Somerset

Dorsat

Hampshre

ke of Wight

West Sussex

East Sussex and Baghton & Hove

Responsible autnority

North of Tyne Combined Authorty
Westreriand and Furness Council
Drham County Counct
Gateshead Counct

Tees Valey Meyorsl Combined Authorky

Lancashie Courty Councl

North Yorkshire Councl

West Yorkshire Combined Aumorty
East Riding of Y crkshe Councl

Liverpool Cty Region Combined Authoriy
Greater Manchester Combinad Authority

South Ye

Cneshie West and Che:
Dertiyshire County Councl
Nottnghamshre County Councd
Lincainshire County Councl

Councd

Stropshire County Councl
Staffordshire County Counc
Leicestershire County Counci
Herafordshre Council
Worcestershwe County Councd
West Mdiands Contined Authorty
Véarw ickshire County Co

West Northamptons hre Councd
North Northamp

Councd

hira Mayorai Combined Authority

Camtridgeshire snd Peterborough Combined Authory

Norfolk County Counci
Suffok County Cc
Goucastershire Cour

ci
Councd

Oxfordshire County Councl
Buckinghamehire Counci
Cantral Bodf:
Herdordsh
Essex County Counci

West of England Combined Authority
Witshira Council

hire Cou

County Counct

Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Counch

Surmey County Councl
Greater London Authority
Kent County Councd

East Sussex County Council

>

€ Crown copyright and database r

Legend

LNRS Areas

urvey 100022021

Oxfordshire, number
30.

260,596 hectares of
opportunity
connecting multiple
counties across
England
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To produce the LNRS map, effectively the question
to all of us was:

If finances were limited, where would resources

heed to be targeted to create a bigger, better,
more joined up network for nature?

20



Step 1: Produce spatial information (maps) about where the
opportunities are to create or improve habitats. To understand
what’s possible in each area of our county.

Including;

Based on data held by

local environmental

records centre and the

latest soil data (23/24)

- Grassland types and
creation

- Wetland creation

- Pond creation

-  Floodplain meadow
creation

-  Woodland, wood
pasture, parkland,
and creation

- Chalk streams

- Heathland and acid
grassland

- Many more...

- Some are far more
limited than others




Pond creation =2
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After the opportunities, we considered ‘constraints’
(areas where we can’t create landscape-scale habitat).

Built up areas and impermeable surfaces (car parks) in black above were not selected for habitat creation. Green spaces could still be
selected. Please note, people still have other nature recovery actions to take in these places (just not creating woodlands forexample)



Whilst there were lots of opportunities we needed to
consider which areas we were incentivising or not.

Ayles

More than 70% of Oxfordshire is used for agricultural
purposes and we are lucky to have significant areas of
some of the highest quality farmland (ALC grades 1 and
2) — land with the greatest capacity to produce crops.

We therefore added a ‘disincentive’ or penalty to these
areas of land, meaning that they were less likely to be
chosen in our map (for habitat creation) unless they
played a key role in connecting large areas of habitat.

The LNRS still recommends that landowners/managers
deliver nature-friendly farming actions on those areas
but we were used the penalty above to avoid mapping
e.g. woodland creation on high quality arable fields.

24



We also asked local people if they are already
enhancing, or willing to create habitats?

* Earlierin 2024 we asked people to tell us
about areas of the county where they are
already supporting nature/would like to
take actions for biodiversity in the near
future.

* This map shows those areas of land where
people told us that they are already
willing to support biodiversity through
habitat creation/improvement work.

* For these areas, we set incentives,
meaning that these ‘willing locations’ were
more likely to be chosen if they are also
suitable for habitat actions.

25




S0, these opportunities, constraints, penalties and
Incentives and help indicate which areas offer the
greatest benefits.

It is by navigating the
suitable, willing, and
possible locations that we
are able to prioritise which
land areas are most suitable

- forinclusion on the LNRS

map.

But to do this at the county
scale, we used a software to
navigate the complexity of
these options. We set
targets so it new how much
land it would need to
achieve a bigger, better,
joined-up network of nature.
26



‘We’ set targets. Who is ‘we’?

$ OXFORDSHIRE

) COUNTY COUNCIL
Wild 4™

o National 50 g i ACTION
Oxfordshire Lnscape  $EEE CROUPS

= v

&\ 7= Chilterns
) N
National

vi¢, Landscape C/M/

ALK AN \
OXFORD [E= -4 Cotswolds
Thames Valley ~ WEST OXFORDSHIRE  CTY ~= National
Environmental Records Centre w COUNEIL. \Q Landscape /

- = South Oxfordshire
, : Environment
TNERSHIP @ Agency
Berkshire
ﬁ Sﬁgﬁﬁ Buckinghamshire
cchool | I & Oxfordshire
OXFO Wildlife Trust

AGILE
of White Horse

INITIATIVE
District Council  Forestry Commission

Cherwell
—m—

DISTRICT COUNCIL
NORTH OXFORDSHIRE

1000 local people and
organisations joined
workshops in our LNRS to help
to set the early priorities and
actions and steer the decision
making for nature recovery in
Oxfordshire.

Our draft had 2,100 more
responses to shape the final
version.

~ 20 close partner
organisations shaping the
targets, priorities, and actions
throughout the process.

27



OXFORDPSHIRE’s LOCAL NRTURE
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NATI Aly/ J°F
ILAANODNSACJTQPES / HABITAYS ¢ ' to WALK from
one end of Lhe
county to the , \] |2
‘ e 2
ove EARRIERS! v 1 LL
B st (0 piss ons
E;/ ik
L n
woerg n.
REGIONAL NATURE Support P r lor ltles ‘>\* ELLuToN Km\'gem
PARKS  (NATUREand < | S OXFORDSHIRE $
Helping RN WILDLI FE Shpoien - : '
NATUREts T e USice s SALL»
&%‘8&"5&& r BATUR GENERATR
survive | 5
What's the :
Act|ons BEST we Collaborative -
cando
NATURE  LARGE NATURAL
arger, connec FLoumw €, 3 F
Qec’osgstems Building EVERY Nature . .%?r‘ékm NATURE : CONNECT €C0§¥§TEM
e d%lueslopment A ﬁg%z;ﬂf%ﬂ EDU(ALI%’.{E ?;":9'3%,,; MANAGERS
people fonfor® — NATIONAL Bm%a AL HABTTATS . @
9 AGENCY curricula T R A L
0\ FUND'N(? WILDLIFE U
N CORRIDORS ANNVAL R E G T'ON
PRIORIT
o c%efé’gg - ENERA

ARTWORK by FEDERICA CIOTTI




Breakdown of conservation feature areas, targets, and selections

B —— ot | oot | e, | sciaain | o
Ultimately, the LNRS had to agree on targets based := o e e Al
on local information and priorities. Our targets are .. ) N T
published and available to view. eI I B B
The key democratic part of the process. Having this list of targets offers ”“" ;‘“ z : B;

consistency, transparency, and the ability to run this process again in the future and  umerwsemmmmenasoezon | o | e || s | s
tweak targets based on local input. Oxfordshire set about 60 different targets to 0 R I I
map. We could always add to, or remove them in future. We could set targets for Etne oodtnd e el e e

anything that We had gOOd, mapped data for. Good Quality Grassland on Neutral Soils (250m butfer) 38,554 15% 45% 17,358 45%
Including fens, ancient woodland, traditional orchards, etc. N ot R I It I

Fo r exa m p le : LCG Opportunity on Cropland 22,140 8% 25% 8,477 28%

LCG Opportunity on Existing Grassland 12,110 5% 75% 9,083 75%

LCG Opportunity on Steep Slopes (>12% grade) 3,475 1% 80% 2,784 80%

Area ' % of feature
salacted in in solution
olution (ha) (%)

Areain Currant % Feature

Conservation Feature county (ha) | incounty || target (%)

Existing Woodland 16,482 6% A40% 11,158 68%

With ‘enhance’ actions

Existing Chalk Rivers & Streams (25m buftfer) 658 (% a7% a7z 87%
With ‘enhance’ actions

What we
asked for as a
minimum

What we got
in the Map




Targets were adjusted to ensure the map reflected local ambitions

COMNECT Create functioning.,
diverse () larger, connected”
'S range of % ECOSYSTEMS

I § HABTTATS

RUN 1 — 23% Run 2 — 30% Run 3-30%. More Run 4 - 35. Asked gaps along
consolidated areas but we rivers to be filled and
lost the network and grassland targets to bs% met

connectivity



Our draft map offered an answer to one
of our original questions - where could
we target limited resources to create a
more connected network for nature in
the county.

The green and orange areas were
allocated with actions to either

(1) Create new habitats
Or (2) Enhance existing ones

People could click anywhere on the
green/orange network to see which

actions could be taken there to help
achieve the targets.




Click any area within that network to see which actions could be suitable in those places.
Despite being a large solution area, the suggested actions were still able to be very spatially
targeted. And there are often multiple actions that could be achieved in a given area.




Last step: Human oversight.

We knew the software’s map offered a solution but
there are human factors to consider e.g. what
people are doing on the land currently, their future
plans, local knowledge to help us ground-truth
whether our data is different from what’s on-the-
ground, and other local knowledge that could help
to improve the map.

We held a 6-week public consultation and
attended over 50 events to invite people to
respond. We received 2,143 responses to our draft
map and written priorities. Lots of positive
engagement, and lots of ideas and suggestions to
fine tune the strategy (and map).

We’re now actioning these changes. For example,
adding fields where landowners told us that they
wanted to revert arable to lowland meadow.

m
Wanvickshire ” A -
’

R e y
His2 f*/s )\ smy{g‘;’amr‘k

/ AR Miloy
Brackléy X~ \\
L
\




Farmland birds

Curlew

Thames Valley
Environmental
Records Centre

Stone Curlew

[ e e |
R

L e e e I
e \
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Quick final comments

48 LNRSs have taken different approaches. Not all LNRSs used our process
but many are writing up their methodologies and have worked hard to
produce a transparent process, get in touch with yours to find out more.

* Your input absolutely should be part of this process if you can. Many LNRSs

are in draft stage at the moment.

Please understand that the LNRS mapping itself does not force you to take
any of the mapped actions. Defra advised LNRSs that being mapped should
not constrain landowners/managers from taking other actions on the land.

LNRS mapping offers a financial uplift of 15% for those delivering appropriate
Biodiversity Net Gain habitat actions in the mapped locations.

View the mapped areas as opportunities to access more funding and
investment if you choose to deliver nature recovery actions. They can be an
option to diversify.

LNRSs will be reviewed and republished every 3— 10 years in the future.

35






savills

Planning: the
Implications




LNRS and Policy-Making

* LNRSs are now embedded in planning policy via the NPPF
* Local Plans must “have regard” to LNRS priorities
* Planning Practice Guidance (Feb 2025) reinforces this

« LNRS mapping will influence allocations—e.g. strategic
green infrastructure designations

* LNRSs support both Local and Neighbourhood Plan policy

LNRS

Planning
€—> Policy

savills

SNOILVIITdWI IHL ‘ONINNV1d

38



L NRS in Planning Applications

 LNRS as a material consideration in planning decisions

* Particularly relevant where Local Plans are silent or
outdated on biodiversity

 Even draft LNRS data can carry weight in planning
outcomes

+ Developments conflicting with LNRS priorities may face
redesign or refusal

« Alignment with LNRS goals can be a positive
consideration in favour of a scheme

savills
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Development Implications

* May limit development on environmentally sensitive land

* Land within nature recovery areas may face new scrutiny
or mitigation requirements

* LNRS-aligned land may offer new opportunities

* LNRS-friendly design can reduce risk and increase value

RISKS

savills

OPPORTUNITIES
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Practical Steps and Advice

* Know your LNRS - review maps and priorities for your
area

« Stay engaged - follow updates and engage early
* Do ecological due diligence early

* Align with the strategy - design schemes to deliver LNRS
goals where possible

* Plan BNG strategically - explore on- or off-site solutions
aligned with LNRS

STEP
ADVICE

savills
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L NRS and Strategic Delivery

 LNRSs are a new essential “layer” in site assessment—like
flood or heritage constraints

* |dentify both constraints and opportunities
« Early adaptation can reduce planning risk and unlock value

 Environmental Delivery Plans will build on LNRSs to
coordinate regional efforts

savills
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LNRS: Opportunities

v' Be aware of what’s going on locally, and engage in the
process

v Help to shape the delivery of LNRS and nature recovery
locally

v You know your land better than anyone - make it count

v Review BNG habitat banking opportunities in light of LNRS
designations

v' Use LNRS to inform and shape development master plans and
Green Infrastructure strategies

v" Share your stories - the good and the bad!

savills
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Q&A

savills.com

Disclaimer: The material in this presentation has been prepared solely for informational purposes and is strictly
confidential. Any disclosure, use, copying or circulation of this presentation (or the information contained within it) is
strictly prohibited, unless you have obtained Savills prior written consent. Neither this presentation nor any part of it
shall form the basis of, or be relied upon in connection with, any offer or transaction, or act as an inducement to
enter into any contract or commitment whatsoever. NO WARRANTY OR REPRESENTATION, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED,
IS GIVEN AS TO THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN AND SAVILLS
IS UNDER NO OBLIGATION TO SUBSEQUENTLY CORRECT IT IN THE EVENT OF ERRORS. Savills shall not be held
responsible for any liability whatsoever or for any loss howsoever arising from or in reliance upon the whole or any
part of the contents of this document or any errors therein or omissions therefrom.
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